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https://baganpaper.com/glazed-plaques-of-four-lokapalas-and-28-senior-generals-of-yakkhas-at-ananda-temple/

Summary of “Atanéatiya Sutta” lecture preached by the Rector

Ashin Nandamalabhivamsa, related study of the glazed plaques of Four

Lokapalas and 28 Senior Generals of Yakkhas at Ananda Temple, Bagan.
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The Glazed Plaques of Four Lokapalas at Ananda Temple

cleal I Dhatarattha 8&]900 Virilhaka oqooo Virdpakkha
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The Four Mahardjas from the four cardinal points
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In the conception of the Buddhist cosmology the [CEIMICIEIEE, the four
guardian nat devas looking after the world from the four cardinal points. They are
also calling O UNUELEIANEL. According to the Buddhism there are six-tired
abode of celestial beings (Devaloka). The is the first of the six

levels inhabited by nats or celestial lords.
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The Four Maharajas
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The Lords of the Four Directions (Four Lokapalas) (@@emq3é§03953@36m3618)

The Four Maharajas (the fifth plane on Mount Meru and celestial abode of the four

guardian deities of the world residing in the realm of Catumaharajika).
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The Four Maharajas from the four cardinal points
oooemospé forgegs@s 9-6]3 (The Four Great Deva Kings)
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- Dhatarattha Deva (eooqg): The ruler of the eastern part of Mount Meru

(Lord of the Gandhabbas)

M WsRDhatarattha (eooslg) who guarded at the [=EEji with blue colour.

- Virtilhaka Deva(8|eagoo): The ruler of the southern part of Mount Meru.

(Lord of the Kumbhandhas)

N Viri/haka (8m§m) who located at the Felflig with the green colour.
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- Virupakkha Deva (0,63003)3 The ruler of the western part of Mount Meru. (Lord of

the Nagas)

M W=dViripakkha who guarded at the with the blue colour.

- Kuvera Deva (ooeoq): The ruler of the northern part of Mount Meru. (Lord of the

Yakkhas)

- The who attired gold in colour guarded at [gfe]giy..
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The Four Maharajas
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The rare evidence of the Catu-/okapalas symbolism of
pagoda building in Myanmar can be seen at the upper
terrace of the Kyaik-kasan pagoda, Thingun kyun township,

Yangon, Myanmar.

- East: Dhatarattha Deva (eooqg)
- South: Virdlhaka Deva (Sﬁgm)

- West : Virupakkha Deva (8&]003)

- North: Kuvera Deva (o?eoep



Kuvera Deva
(c09q)

(Gold Colour)

Virupakkha Dhatarattha Deva
Deva (600qg)
(8|6L]oog) (Blue Colour)

(Blue Colour)

Virilhaka Deva
(BQcm)
(Green Colour)
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About the Atanatiya
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Sutta I1s one of the names of Sutta, but it Is a name derived from the

name of a great city named which located at the [EINUEREICTLE. The
Catumaharajika is the first of the six levels inhabited by nats or celestial lords.



About the Atanatiya Sutta
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- The city of Atanata is one of the cities of King Kuvera.
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- Alakamanda is the capital city.
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- Kuvera Great Deva King is the Lord of the Yakkhas.
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- The Great Deva King Auvera has the royal city by the name of Visdna. Hence King Kuvera is

NN QI ENIKIing essavana
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At one time the was staying at the [ElljiELUI=Rglll near REIERERE!. Then soon after

the middle watch of the night, the [FellI@EICEINBEVERNIE of extremely attractive

appearance, having posted sentinels and petrol at the four quarters with a great army of

YakkhasflGandhabbasliKumbhandhasgigle came to the Gijjhakuta Hill illuminating the

entire hill with their radiance. Then, they approached the Bhagava, paid homage to him and

sat at suitable places.
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The Great Deva King Vessavana, who had sat at a suitable place, said to the Bhagava
thus: “Venerable Sir, there are yakkhas of superior status, medium status and inferior

status who do not believe in the Bhagava.

Generally, yakkhas lack belief in the Bhagava.
Why is this the case? Because the Bhagava imparts teachings on refraining from taking
the life of any being, abstaining from theft, avoiding sexual misconduct, telling the truth,

and steering clear of intoxicants that induce negligence.
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Venerable Sir, yakkhas, in general, do not adhere to the principles of refraining from
taking life, abstaining from theft, avoiding sexual misconduct, telling the truth, and

avoiding intoxicants that induce negligence.

They have an aversion to these teachings and do not find them agreeable.



OOGPS&]_ O‘)O&c):OO’JS A0D00MN 020D C\)C)O(T)égGOSO‘\) Gm@lccz[@gem 59
L J £ @) L I ° 0) J
OC C C C N Q. o C ’] C
OOc]SSGS’B’.)Cg OO(DGOO’JOOOOG?[SO U)ST.)OGQO’{IC@O OOl 6ODG6 QJ:Y_)

e C \

C
oG«%O? OOC\I?OGOQ G](S]OOOOII C)OOOOO @OO Q?GP qmepoeoo’)me&@oomoosa[gc

o

O’)OéOO’)S C)O’)OOOGCD(D ECOSOCDOO (S]OOOSII
o o 'L

Venerable Sir there are disciples of the Bhagava who reside in remote secluded
forest abodes, where there is little noise and little soft babble, which are free
from human intrusions, which are suitable for performing secret acts by human
beings, and which are suitable for solitary life.

Yakkhas of superior status also dwell in those abodes; there are yakkhas who do

not believe in the teachings of the Bhagava.
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To make them believe in the Bhagava, may it please the Bhagava to teach the
protecting stanza known as the Atanatiya Paritta, so that bhikkhus, bhikkhunis, lay
male disciples and lay female disciples may be well guarded, well protected".

The Bhagava, in agreement, consented through his silence.

Following this, the Great Deva King Vessavana, acknowledging the Bhagava's

acceptance, recited the Atanatiya Paritta at that time:
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By reciting this Sutta, the bhikkhus, bhikkhunis, lay male disciples, and lay female

disciples are not oppressed by Yakkhas, Gandhabba, Kumbhandas, and Nagas.
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If the Yakkhas, Gandhabbas, Kumbhandas, and Nagas are harassing him or her, they
can be informed and reported to the great Yakkhas, their generals, and their senior

generals. Now, who are these great Yakkhas, their generals, and their senior generals?

They are.. _



Great Yakkhas and Senior Generals in the Atanatiya Sutta
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Great Yakkhas and Senior Generals in the Atanatiya Sutta
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East Side of Southern Entrance at Ananda Temple: Three Glazed Plaques of Catulokapalas

CleplN(e Dhatarattha 8%00 Virtlhaka

Recent Photo ImagDeZTTZZ October 2023
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East Side of Southern Entrance : 14 Glazed Plaques of Senior General Yakkhas
(Fortunately, these 14 images are in good condition and their captions are clear to read.)

Recent Photo Image
22 October 2023
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East Side of Southern Entrance : 14 Glazed Plaques of Senior General Yakkhas
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Recent Photo Image
22 October 2023
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(Devaduta-Matali) . (Cittasena of Gandhabba mountains).
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East Side of Southern Entrance : 14 Glazed Plaques of Senior General Yakkhas

Recent Photo Image
22 October 2023
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East Side of Southern Entrance : 14 Glazed Plaques of Senior General Yakkhas

Recent Photo Image
22 October 2023
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East Side of Southern Entrance : 14 Glazed Plaques of Senior General Yakkhas
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East Side of Southern Entrance : 14 Glazed Plaques of Senior General Yakkhas

13. oooo’)eoo (Goooooem) 14. 005§ ooogeoo&rooo%
oomeooéroooo (Vessamltta) (Yugandhara)
DIgvANE 28



efgondonadedo meqo0nd3s(ge: cpeoe) (coaoad)§odednd:

Q CRS.9 C Q.(8,.S QO & S . o. . Co, Q
(e@ommm@eoﬂ (Y?GOGlﬁ%U)@Co@o?(; OOUQGDO@OOU)Q')@(QCOQ{I’JO?D &3083083(ﬂm®06§w£)

East Side of Northern Entrance : Glazed Plaque of Kuvera
(Unfortunately, this image is badly damaged.)
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The Great Deva King Vessavana, who was the main

character of this Atanatiya Sutta.
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East Side of Northern Entrance: 14 Glazed Plaques of Senior General Yakkhas
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Unfortunately, 14 of these images are badly damaged.)
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East Side of Northern Entrance: 14 Glazed Plaques of Senior General Yakkhas
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Venerable Sir, such a being would not get respect, and esteem in either village or town.
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Venerable Sir, he would not get a residential site nor permission to dwell in the royal city

of Alakamanda. (Alakamanda: The royal city of the great Deva Kuvera)
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How to punish to Yakkha Kumbhandha, Gandhabba and Naga?
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Venerable Sir, he would not get the right to attend the congregation of the Yakkhas.
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Venerable Sir, other Yakkhas would not give him or take from him a daughter for

marriage.
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How to punish to Yakkha, Kumbhandha, Gandhabba and Naga?
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Venerable Sir, they would heap abuse on h|m using all forms of abusive language of the
Yakkhas, making rude remarks about his physical appearance. (Body Shaming)
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Venerable Sir, they would put an empty iron can upside down on his head.
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Venerable Sir, they would split his head into seven pieces.
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Thanks for watching
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